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On 10 Jun 2022, at 12:05 pm, The Lighthouse Toowoomba
<hello@thelighthousetoowoomba.org> wrote:

Welcome to Week 16 at The Lighthouse Toowoomba! With the chillier weather
upon us it has been fabulous to open our warm and cosy space to more
wonderful presenters and exhibitors over the past fortnight.  

It was a true delight to host Word Fest events here last Saturday 4 June and
with over 134 attendees across various sessions it was a smashing success. 
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with over 134 attendees across various sessions it was a smashing success. 

Bricks and Mortar - thanks to our supporters! We are so grateful to all the
organisations and individuals who continue to support and believe in us. We
are rapidly adding bricks to our gratitude wall and hanging keys in recognition
of our Friends of The Lighthouse 'open door' policy.

Word Fest Toowoomba at The Lighthouse

Organising an event is one superpower; curating a program for an amazing
event is an even greater superpower! With over 134 people attending sessions
during the Saturday portion of the Word Fest program at The Lighthouse
Toowoomba, Lyndall Hill’s insight and intuition about who she teams with
whom, the conversations flowed for an appreciative audience. The idea of a
festival of words is to celebrate and to be party to the conversations is
entertaining, informative, and a wonderful break from every-day life. We loved
being part of the action for the festival’s inaugural year and greedily look
forward to what Lyndall creates for 2023.
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When you can’t believe your luck…

I always talk of the ‘gestalt’ which I understand to be where something that is
made of many parts is somehow more than or different to the combination of
its parts. It is the whole, and it is our right brain, our creative brain that can see
the gestalt. This same brain functioning applies to the idea of being ‘in a state
of flow’ or being ‘fully present’ as this also is the gestalt - taking in the whole
picture. Interestingly (for me at least!) this is the same state we need to be in to
drive a car AND it is the same state that helps us draw. 

I digress though because as I write, I’m still thinking of what was the whole of
Word Fest, from the official opening on Friday night at the Empire Church, to
the conversations on Saturday, and I am no transported to and recalling the joy
of being outside for the Family Day on Sunday at The Civic Square behind
Town Hall.  Without a whisper of wind, the air was crisp reminding us it is
indeed winter, and yet the endless blue sky felt like the potential of the future.
Of course, I broke my own reverie, excited to see familiar faces in illustrator
and artist Auntie Rhonda Collard-Spratt and writer Jacki Ferro. Their book
‘Grandfather Emu’ is a favourite here. Aunty Rhonda’s face was obscured by a
mask, and she was reading her story as Jacki moved the puppets to enhance
the storyline. The children in the audience were enthralled, as I was. We
launched into a conversation as soon as their performance finished, having
paid no attention to the upcoming program, only to be bumped back to
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paid no attention to the upcoming program, only to be bumped back to
attention by the sweetest of sounds! Aunty Sharron Mirii Bell was singing with
her niece and her sister-daughter, and like the pied-piper, all the children (and
I) were mesmerised. Sharron shares language, culture, pain, joy, suffering, the
love of family, respect for country and for others in her discourse in between
the simplest of songs (like an inspiring version of ‘the hokie-pokie!) How lucky
was I then to have a chance to meet, to talk, to share stories about working
with children, the powers-that-be, laugh, and all the while, feel an instant
connection. 

Thank you Lyndall for the gift you gave this community, and more!

Emma x

Bricks and Mortar: our super supporters!

The simplicity belies the importance of this space in our every-day functioning
here at The Lighthouse Toowoomba. Our ‘bricks and mortar’ are indeed our
foundation, the reason we stand so resolute, our supporters. Given we have
only been open for 15 weeks, we have your unconditional belief in what we are
trying build to give to our community - free wildly inventive literacy-based
workshops for any children who need them. To our Bricks and Mortar
Supporters THANK YOU.

And thank you to Dexter and Mia for the wonderful stash of books. Given you
both attended the very first workshop here (and you are both still in primary
school!) it is inspiring to add your books, from your own collections to the One-
Way Library.  
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Way Library.  

Grant Success: Hello Baby!
We are pleased to announce that The Lighthouse was recently a recipient of a
grant from the Australian Communities Foundation - Keith Kay Charitable Fund
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grant from the Australian Communities Foundation - Keith Kay Charitable Fund
to the calue of $3000.

This contribution has allowed us to to launch our 'Hello Baby' 2023 Drawing
Competition in support of new mothers and babies at The Toowoomba Base
Hospital.

The competition launches on 16 June and runs to 22 July and is open to all
children aged 8 and under with the winning artwork to form part of an exhibition
for Mental Health Month at The Lighthouse in October.

Watch this space for more details on the Calendar Launch!

Time to be Sensory Book Club
Over 70 mums and toddlers joined us for our inaugural collaboration with
Sarah from Time to be Sensory for our Sensory Book Club on 1 June 2022.
We explored The Gruffalo and then dove into a range of sensory activities
paired with this iconic book, including making our own Gruffalo Crumble
together.
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together.

Momentum Art Therapy 
The Lighthouse has partnered with Momentum Health and we will be
displaying pieces created by Art Therapy participants in our Write Gallery from
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displaying pieces created by Art Therapy participants in our Write Gallery from
Wednesday 15 June to Wednesday 22 June. The exhibition will be free and
selected pieces will be for sale.

In support of this Momentum Mental Health will be hosting Art Therapy,
Creative Writing and Open Studio Art Sessions for interested participants to
attend:

Open Art Studio: 10am-12pm, Thursday 16 June                                               
Creative Writing: 10am-12pm, Tuesday 21 June                                               
 Art Therapy 1pm-3pm, Tuesday 21 June

Flexi School Year 12 Students Making
Their Mark!
On Monday 6 June Flexi School Year 12 students attended the "Make Your
Mark" workshop held at The Lighthouse Toowoomba.

This was another terrific workshop presented by Brand Specialist Jessica
Ritchie. Jess shared her insight on ways for our graduating class to identify
their strengths and find their path.

The senior students enjoyed this thought provoking experience and left the
workshop feeling empowered for the future.

A big thankyou to Jess for once again lending her time to inspire the next
generation to success!

https://thelighthousetoowoomba.cmail20.com/t/j-l-vxhlkl-dyiyjdudli-j/
https://thelighthousetoowoomba.cmail20.com/t/j-l-vxhlkl-dyiyjdudli-d/
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The Lighthouse Toowoomba relies on love from the community to
continue doing our good work. If you would like to donate please visit our

website or follow the link below.

The Lighthouse in Lights!
We were thrilled to feature in the latest edition of Toowoomba's super street
publication The Field Guide. A big thankyou to Naomi Andrews for her kind
words.
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Have a hoot of a time in the school holidays
Local artist and teacher Jodie Rigby has very generously committed to a series
of free painting workshops for children over the school holiday period. The
classes will take place in The Rabbit Hole and are open to children from Years
5 to 7. Please use the QR Code on the poster below to secure a place.
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Support from Toowoomba South Rotary
Club
We recently received a  $500 voucher for The Book Tree, from the partners of
the members of The Toowoomba South Rotary Club.

This generous donation was simply gifted to us! It means we can purchase a
number of reference books to help our workshop facilitators, and books
relating specifically to upcoming exhibitions, like one about weaving in 2023!

We couldn’t be more grateful!
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We've Got Merch!
The Lighthouse is now fully stocked with our own merchandise. Keep your
tootsies warm with our Frostbite Proof Socks or stress less with our Chill Pills.
Come and say hello to see the full range of goodies on offer! 
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Thankyous

To make the truly generous contribution to this
remarkable community we wish to make, it is only
possible with the support of volunteers - thankyou again
to all those who give their time. 

A particular mention to Dexter and Mia for the book
donation, Jo Kelly for Twinkles Book Club, AND to Emily’s
mum Carol Cox for embellishing our wall.

We are just so grateful for all our Friends of The
Lighthouse!  

Did You Know...

We can create VIP events and programs just for you
and the organisation or school you represent, that
align with our existing exhibitions such as Holiday, or
build collaborative experiences for your needs. Simply
email hello@thelighthousetoowoomba.org to start the
conversation.

We would love to hear your

mailto:hello@thelighthousetoowoomba.org
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The Lighthouse Toowoomba
126 Margaret Street, Toowoomba, 4350

We acknowledge the original Indigenous storytellers of the land on which
we work and tell our stories. We respect the ongoing relationships with
water, land, and story by the people of this place, their elders, their
ancestors, and their emerging leaders. We acknowledge that sovereignty
was never ceded. 

If you wish to unsubscribe from our newsletter please use the button below
or email us at hello@thelighthousetoowoomba.org

Preferences  |  Unsubscribe

 

 

We would love to hear your
stories or reviews!

We know we live in a community of
creative people. If you have any stories
or reviews that you would like to share in
our newsletter we would be thrilled to
read them! We love short pieces that are
appropriate for a general audience. 
Please submit them to
bronte@thelighthousetoowoomba.org

https://thelighthousetoowoomba.updatemyprofile.com/j-vxhlkl-BCDF2B5C-dyiyjdudli-k
https://thelighthousetoowoomba.cmail20.com/t/j-u-vxhlkl-dyiyjdudli-u/

